Ohio Forensics Association



State Championship Tournament

February 20-21, 2026
Cedarville University
Cedarville, Ohio
Novice State Tournament*

January 23-24, 2026
Ohio University

Athens, OH

*Minimal details are located at the end of this invitation. Full details are available on Speechwire.com by clicking on the “Ohio University 1804 Tournament and OFA Novice States” tab from the calendar page. 
Dear Ohio Forensics Association Member Programs:

On behalf of the Ohio Forensics Association, the Executive Committee is pleased to invite you to the Ohio Forensics Association Varsity State Championship Tournament, hosted by Cedarville University in Cedarville, OH. The tournament headquarters is Scharnberg Business and Communication Center (SBCC). Attendees should follow GPS directions to the Cedarville University Stevens Student Center (SSC), 251 N. Main St., Cedarville, OH 45314. SBCC and SSC are adjacent buildings, and attendees should park in the SSC parking lot. 
Features of this year’s OFA State Championship Tournament include:

· Thirteen (13) speech events 
· 4 preliminary rounds of IPDA Debate and appropriate break rounds
· All I.E. finalists will receive awards

· The top six speakers and all elimination round speakers in IPDA will receive awards

· Trithon Individual Sweepstakes

· Team Sweepstakes in both speech and debate
· Fun, Forensics and Friendship

Please Note:

· OFA dues of sixty dollars ($60.00) are required at registration, unless paid in advance.
· Schools are limited to 44 TOTAL IE entries. There is no set limit on the number of entries per event or the number of individual events a student may enter. Entries in the 2025-2026 experimental event, Interviewing, will not count toward the maximum of 44 speech event entries.
· The top two competitors from each school in each event will earn sweepstakes points in PRELMINARY rounds. All contestants in FINAL rounds will earn sweepstakes points.

· No student may enter both Extemporaneous Speaking and Broadcasting

· Because IPDA elimination rounds will be run during flight C events, IPDA debaters may not enter more than one (1) flight C event. 
Tournament details are included on the following pages.  If you have questions about the tournament, please feel free to call Mark Rittenour, OFA President, at (330) 972-2459 (office) or (330) 524-4853 (cell), or email at mritten@uakron.edu. 
Entry Information
· Each school may enter a MAXIMUM of 44 IE slots 
· Individual Events will be offered in 3 flights:

· A: Extemp, Prose, Persuasion, Poetry, Broadcasting
· B: ADS, Impromptu, Duo, DI
· C: Informative, RCA, POI
· Entries should be entered at www.speechwire.com.  Direct any questions to Mark Rittenour at mritten@uakron.edu.
· Entries must be received by 5:00 PM on Tuesday, February 17, 2026. Changes can be made until Wednesday, February 18 at 12:00 PM.  Please note: If a team’s entry is large, OFA reserves the right to have teammates meet each other in preliminary rounds in order to use that school’s judges.
· Broadcasting - For each round, contestants will receive a selection of media stories drawn from recent weeks and will have 30 minutes to prepare a 5-minute news broadcast. Notes are permissible, and the speaker may perform seated. All contestants will perform facing the judge. Contestants may include original call letters and transitionary remarks. Broadcast packets will be distributed electronically. The broadcast should be organized, clear, well-delivered and adhere to the time frame of the event. Contestants are encouraged to time themselves. 5-minute maximum time limit. 
· Experimental Event: Interviewing – For each round, contestants will be asked traditional and behavioral interviewing questions, not for a specific job, but to gauge contestant poise, professionalism, communication skills, maturity, organization and planning acumen, and more. Each interview is five (5) minutes. 
Trithon

To encourage event diversity and to reward exceptional competition effort, six (6) awards will be offered in Trithon:

a. 
The top six students will be recognized who compete in at least one interpretation event, one public address event, and one limited preparation event (including debate).

b. 
If students are entered in multiple events in one genre, Trithon points will be earned only from the top event in each genre based on the formula for team sweepstakes.

c. 
No team sweepstakes points will be awarded for this event.

d. 
Ties will be broken based on the following:

1. Number of final rounds

2. Number of firsts in final rounds

3. Diversity of finals

e. 
For the purposes of Trithon, IPDA DEBATE is considered a “Limited Preparation Event”

Sweepstakes Points
Individual Events and Trithon

1. Sweepstakes points will be awarded to the top two entries from each school in preliminary rounds of each event and to all of the entries in final rounds.  In the preliminary rounds, each slot will receive the following points for a rank of three or better:

1st = 3 2nd = 2 3rd = 1
2. In the final rounds, contestants will receive the following points based on final places:

1st = 12 2nd = 10 3rd = 8 4th = 6 5th = 4 6th = 2
State Debate
1. Each preliminary round win will earn 3 points (Only the top two debaters from each school will be counted. Teams may not enter more than SIX [6] students total in IPDA competition.)

2. Each out round win will earn 5 points (Only the top two debaters from each school will be counted.)

3. The top six speakers at the tournament will receive the following points:

1st = 18 2nd = 15 3rd = 12 4th = 9 5th = 6 6th = 3

4. Debate Trithon Pts:




2 PTS Per Preliminary Round Win

2 PTS Per Quarter-Final Win

4 PTS Semi-Final Win

6 PTS Final Round Win

Judging Information:
One judge covers 6 I.E. slots (a Duo Interpretation entry is defined as 1 slot).  DEBATE judges may cover 2 DEBATE slots + 3 I.E. slots.  Please bring sufficient judges to cover your entry.  DEBATE entries must be at least 50% covered. In any case, the OFA reserves the right to stack large entries or those uncovered by schools to optimize judge usage.

Tournament Fees:

· A $6 per person (participants, coaches, judges) tournament fee is assessed to help the host school defray costs incurred with running the tournament.

· IE slots are $10.00 each.  Each uncovered I.E. slot costs an additional $10.00.  DEBATE slots are $15.00 each.  Schools MUST cover their DEBATE entry. In the rare event that OFA can accept uncovered debate slots, each uncovered slot will cost an additional $50.00. If a team fails to cover at least 50% of its debate slots, the OFA reserves the right to ask the coach to drop part of the team’s debate students from the tournament. 
· Remember: OFA Dues ($60.00) must be paid in full at registration, if they were not paid previously.

· Although Speechwire has reduced the strain of dropped slots, OFA reserves the right to charge dropped slots on the day of the tournament a $15.00 fee in addition to regular fees (no slots will be added after the entry deadline). Judges dropped after the final entry deadline will incur a $50.00 fee each.
Breakfast and Lunch:

On Saturday, continental breakfast items (grab-and-go style) and snacks will be available. Teams will be on their own for lunch. On Cedarville’s campus, there is a buffet-style dining hall available to guests at a very reasonable rate. Additionally, there are four other fast food style restaurants on campus. There are few food delivery options available in the area. Given the generosity of the host in inviting OFA to campus, teams are encouraged to use on-campus food options. 
Awards

All contestants advancing past preliminary rounds will receive awards as well as the top six (6) speakers in DEBATE. Trithon awards will also be given. OFA State Championship Sweepstakes Awards will be given in Debate, Open Division IEs, and President’s Division IEs.  Additionally, a quality award (points/entries) will be presented in each IE division.

Schedule

Friday, February 20:

1:30 PM:
  Tournament Registration (The Scharnberg Lobby)
2:00 PM:                IPDA, Round 1 Topic Draw

2:30 PM:                IPDA Round 1

3:15 PM:                IPDA, Round 2 Topic Draw

3:45 PM:                IPDA Round 2

4:30 PM:                IPDA, Round 3 Topic Draw

5:00 PM:                IPDA Round 3
5:45 PM:
  IPDA, Round 4 Topic Draw

6:15 PM:
  IPDA Round 4
· A: Extemp, Prose, Persuasion, Poetry, Broadcasting
· B: ADS, Impromptu, Duo, DI
· C: Informative, RCA, POI
Saturday, February 21:

7:30 AM:                Registration (College of Business Atrium)
8:00 AM:                Extemp and Broadcast Draw 
8:15 AM:                Round 1A

9:30 AM:                Round 1B

10:30 AM:              IPDA, Elim Round Topic Draw

10:45 AM:              Round 1C

11:00 AM:              IPDA Elim Round
11:45 AM:
  COACHES MEETING
12:15 PM:              Extemp and Broadcast Draw

12:30 PM:              Round 2A

1:45 PM:                Round 2B

2:45 PM:                Round 2C and IPDA, Elim Round Topic Draw 
3:15 PM:                IPDA Elim Round
3:45 PM:                Extemp and Broadcast Finals Draw

4:00 PM:                FINALS A and ½ B

5:15 PM:                IPDA Finals Draw

5:45 PM:                FINALS C and ½ B and FINALS IPDA
7:30 PM:                Awards
Ohio Forensics Association Novice State Tournament

The OFA Novice State Tournament will take place on Friday and Saturday, January 23-24, 2026 at Ohio University, in conjunction with OU’s open 1804 Tournament. As such, the schedule will mirror the open tournament schedule so that teams can streamline travel and have two different entry options based on student eligibility. The tentative schedule for OFA Novice States is as follows:
Friday, January 23, 2026
12:00 PM
IPDA Registration

12:30 PM
IPDA Topics Draw

1:00   PM
IPDA Round 1

1:45   PM
IPDA Topics Draw

2:15   PM
IPDA Round 2

3:00   PM
IPDA Topics Draw

3:30   PM
IPDA Round 3

4:15   PM
IPDA Topics Draw

4:45   PM
IPDA Round 4

5:30   PM
IPDA Topics Draw

6:00   PM
IPDA Elim Round 1

6:45   PM
IPDA Topics Draw

7:15   PM
IPDA Elim Round 2

*Based on entries and hosting needs, the schedule is subject to change; the tournament reserves the right to run debate elimination rounds during Saturday’s IE tournament. 

OFA Novice Pattern A Events: BRO, CA, DI, DUO, EXT, PER, POI

OFA Novice Pattern B Events: ADS, IMP, INF, INT, POE, PRO

Saturday, January 24, 2026
8:00   AM
N-BR/N-EXT Prep

8:30   AM
Round 1, Pattern A 
10:00 AM
Round 1, Pattern B
11:30 AM

N-BR/N-EXT Prep

12:00 PM

Round 2, Pattern A

1:30   PM

Round 2, Pattern B

3:00   PM

N-BR/N-EXT Prep
3:30   PM

Finals/Round 3

5:00   PM

Finals/Round 3
ASAP

Awards
